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ANECDOTE 8. 


KEFLECTIONS. 


Fred OM enlargeth the mind, it is the ſpring of 
action; every noble, every humane purpoſe owes 
its exiſtence to chat great animating principle. 

This is the invaluable birth - right of Eugliſhmen, 
handed down to us through ages, and ſealed with the 
blood of our anceſtors. 

Every attempt to cruſh it hath Uther, by the reſo- 
lution and ſpirit of our countrymen, failed, ſtill may the 
conſequences be the ſame! They will they muſt— 
We have a late glorious inſtance of it: Power hath en- 
deavoured—and Power hath been foiled What were 
our rights have been aſſerted, and with joy we have ſeen 


à true conſtitutional Judge aſcertaining thoſe rights : 


by law—He has impartially heard your honeſt juries 
dave im partially determined. — | 
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The conteſt was great the victory was glorious— 
But at the ſame time that we enjoy the fruits of the har- 
veſt, let us remember who has ſowed the grain ; let 
us remember who has ſheltered our fields from the 
birds of prey and harpies of pawer—let us remem - 
ber that whilſt we enjoy the bleſſings of his ardent en- 
deavours, that no praiſe to him can be too exalted.— 

John Wilkes has been this ſtander-forth at the hazard of 
life (from the due! of honor, to the baſe aſſaſſin's knife). 
He has vindicated the rights of his fellow ſubjects, he 
has ſtood the brunt of proſecutions, at an enormous ex- 
pence againſt the tools of power. He has riſqued all, 
he has ſacrificed all, for the ſacred cauſe of Liberty 
He has obtained for his fellow ſubjects the warm wiſh he 
formed in his truly patriotic breaſt ; That henceforth 
< every innocent man, however poor and unſupported, 
„% may ſleep in peace and ſecurity in his own houſe, 
% unviolated by King's meſſengers, and the arbitrary 
* mandates of an overbearing Secretary of State“ 
Can the ſervile tools of Power deny that he has with- 
ſtood the moſt extenſive offers of corruption? They 
- cannot—they dare. not.—Penſions upon penſions, la- 
| viſhly beftowed on unheard-of hireling Scoteb and Engli/h 
ſcribblers together (with his ſuperior merit as a political 
writer) give the lye to ſuch aſſertions  _ 

The moſt tender and affectionate feelings of the beſt 
of fathers firſt deprived us of the preſence of this Hero 
of our liberties — Some late tranſactions (which ex- 

plain themſelves) have made his real friends more an- 
ious for his fafety, than his return: —Gratitude is tho 
true charaReriſtic of an honeſt Exgliſi heart Let us 
not then be branded with a negle& of this truly worthy 


Patriot; 


” 


£33 . 
Patriot; but let us, upon all occaſions, give teſtimony 


of our unfeigned and cordial regard for him, who hass 
- given up his All for us. 


What tho Oppreſſion with her deſperate tools  - 
Of bold, mean knaves, and weak complying fools, 
Lord it abroad ; yet Wilkes, thy honour'd „. 
Built on the ſolid baſe of patriot fame, | 
Shall in Truth's page to lateſt years deſcend, 
And babes unborn ſhall hail thee England's friend ; 
A juſt reward ſhall future times beſtow, | 
4 pay thoſe . which the preſent owe. 
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Jovis, 7* die Julii; FE 
Eur * Georgii Regis, 1715. al anne 40 
Articles of impeachment of high treaſon, and Fo: 

high crimes and miſdemeanors, againſt, Robert Earl 
* Oxford and Earl Mortimer. 


Article 15. Ws 
HAT whereas the dignity and ſupport of the im- 
perial crown of theſe realms has, in all ages, 
greatly depended on the wiſdom and truth of the com- 


munications made from the throne, eſpecially in parlia- 


ment, as the ſure and only means, whereby the kings 
and queens of this realm can receive the ſincere and 
faithful advice of their people in matters of the higheſt 
importance ; and which, by the fundamental laws and 
conſtitution of this government, ought to be inviolably 
obſerved, as the ſacred band of the — and affection 
of ſubjects to their ſovereign : 

And whereas by the moſt antient and known laws of 
this kindem, it is indiſpenſably incumbent on the great 
officers of ſtate, that ſurround the throne, to maintain, 
as far as in them lies, the ſacredneſs of the royal word, 
en all occafions ; it being moſt apparent, that the greateſt 
diſhonour to the throne, and the greateſt danger to theſe 


kingdoms, muſt inevitably enfue, whenever that foun- 
tain of truth, by wicked counſels, ſhall be in any degree 


Cor 


1 
corrupted, and 'thereby loſe its juſt genes ang: nocel- 
.= authority: 

And whereas the —— dachi war, one 
of the ancient, undoubted, and moſt important, prero- 
gatives of the crown, has been always exerciſed by the 
ſovereigns of theſe realms, with the ſtricteſt regard to 
the honour of the crown, and the welfare of the people; 
and, for that end, they have, in great wifdom, in all 

ages, taken the advice of — on fach 1 
occaſions: 5 

And whereas her lanes majeſty Quinn Anne declared, 
ich the throne, her gracious intentions to communicate 
the terms of peace to her parliament, for their deliberate 
and ſerious advice therein; wiſely foreſeeing, that the 
ſafety of her perſon and government, of the proteſtant 
ſucceſſion to the crown, which ſhe had neareſt her heart, 
and of the proteſtant religion, and of the liberties of 

Europe, did inevitably depend on the Happy AY 
of the ſaid negotiations: 

Fe the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford ad Fail hs: 
then Lord High Treaſurer” of Great Britain, having 
taken on himſelf, throughout the ſaid negotiations, a 
moſt arbitrary and unwarrantable authority, and the 
chief direction and influence in her majeſty's councils ; 
and moſt wickedly deſigning to proſtitute the honour of 
the crown, and the dignity of parliaments, and not only 
totally to deprive her majeſty of the wholſome and ne- 
ceſlary advice of her parliament in ſo great a conjuncture, 
but, by miſrepreſenting the moſt eſſential parts of the 
negotiations of peace, to obtain the ſanction of parlia- 
ment to his traitorous proceedings, and thereby fatally 


to 


(8 ] 


to deceive her uiajeſty, her Allies, her nn and 
her people; _ 

He the faid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, 
was not only wanting in the diſcharge of that duty to 
his ſovereign, which became his high ſtation; by not 
_ adviſing againſt, and, as far as in him lay, in all events, 
by not preventing, even any intimation from the throne 
to the parliament, Which was not- conformable to the 
exacteſt truth and impartiality 3 but taking advantage of 
his ready acceſs to her majeſty, and his exorbitant influ- 
ence in her councils, did prepare, form, and concert, 
together with other falſe and evil counſellors, ſeveral 
ſpeeches and declarations to be made by her majeſty 


from the throne to her parliament, on the ſubject of the 


ſaid negotiations of peace; and did adviſe her majeſty 
to make the ſame to her parliament z and particularly, 
by means of his falſe and evil counſels, her majeſty did, 
amongſt other things, on the 7th of December 1711, 
declare from the throne, in the words following; That, 
4 notwithſtanding the arts of thoſe who delight in war, 
« both place and time are appointed for opening the 
| © treaty of a general peace; our allies, eſpecially the 
4 States General, whoſe intereſt I looꝶ upon as inſepa- 
« rable from my own, have, by their ready concurrence, 

« expreſſed their confidence in me: 
Whereas it was then notorious to all Europe, and the 
ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, and others 
| his accomplices, well knew, that the principal allies of 
/her majeſty, and purticularly the. States-General, then 
bad, in the ſtrongeſt and moſt preſſing manner, repre- 
ſented, not only to her majeſty's miniſters in Hallaud, but 
afterwards, by a miniſter of their own, directly to her 
| - majeſty, 


[$3 


majeſty, the inſecurity and danger to the common cauſe; 
by entering into general negotiations with France, on 
the propoſitions ſigned by Monſieur Me/rager ; and alſo 
their firm opinion of the fatal conſequences that might 
enſue thereon : And although they had ſtill great ap- 
prehenfions concerning the method of opening the con- 
- ferences, . and the conſequences that might happen there- 
upon; yet, being wrought on by the menaces, and 
other extraordinary methods uſed with them by her ma- 
jeſty's miniſters, and relying on the ſolemn aſſurances 
and declaration of her majeſty, to ſupport the intereſts 
and concern of their ſtate, and to act in perfect confi- 
dence and harmony with them, they did at laſt, with the 
greateſt reluctance, conſent to enter upon a general ne- 
gotiation of peace with France: And, in the ſame 
ſpeech, her majeſty was prevailed on, by the evil counſels 
of him the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer 
/ and others, to declare, in the words following; “ That 
e the princes and ſtates, which have been engaged with 
us in this war, being, by treaties, intitled to have 

ie their ſeveral intereſts ſecured at a peace, I will not 
*© only do my utmoſt to procure every one of them all 
& reaſonable ſatisfaction; but I ſhall alſo unite with 
© them, in the ſtricteſt engagements, for continuing the 

„alliance, in order to render the general peace ſecure 
„and laſting :” And, in her meſlage, of the 17th of 
January following, her majeſty again expreſſes the care 
ſhe intended to take of all her allies, and the ſtrict union 

in which ſhe propoſed to join with them : 

. Whereas, by the evil influence of him the ſaid Robey: 
Earl of Oxferd and Earl Mortimer, her majeſty was not 
only induced to enter into a private negotiation with 
B | Francs, 


1 
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France, exclufive of her allies ; but the ſame was; in like 
manner, carried on by him the ſaid Robert Earl of Ox- 
ford and Earl Mortimer, and others; and the ſeveral 
intereſts which the allies were intitled to by their trea- 
ties, were not only not ſecured to them by the peace, 
nor any reaſonable fatisfaction given to them; but the 
main intereſts of her principal allies, eſpecially of his 
Imperial majeſty, were, by the wicked practices of him 
the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, and 
others, given up to France; and no engagements were 
obtained for continuing the alliance, in order to render 
the general peace ſecure and laſting. 

And, her majeſty having, on many former occaſions, ; 
expreſſed her reſolution, never to make peace with France 
and Spain, ſo long as Spain, and the We/t-Indies, re- 
mained in the houſe of Bourbon, ſhe was prevailed upon, 
by the advice of him the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and 
Earl Mortimer, and others, to declare herſelf, in anſwer 
to an addreſs of the houſe of peers, the 11th of December, 
1711, to the effect following; viz. ©* Fſhould be ſorry 
* any one could think, I would not do my utmoſt to 
recover Spain, and the Indies, from the houſe of 
& Bourbon: ? 

Whereas it is moſt manifeſt, that the leaving the 
kingdom of Spain, and the Indies, in the houſe of Bour- 
bon, was the foundation of the private and ſeparate 
treaty between Great Britain and France, which had been 
before that time ſigned, even with her majeſty's con- 
ſent ; and the fame fundamental reſolution was immu- 
tably obſerved between them to the concluſion of the 
25 Peace: And her majeſty having frequently declared from 
the throne, that her reſolutions in entering into the ſaid 
nego- 


1 


negotiations were, to obtain a general, good, and laſting | 


peace; and the plenipotentiaries at Urrecht being in- 
ſtructed to treat with France conformably to that end; 
he the faid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, in 
order to remove the juſt ſuſpicions which had been con- 
ceived of his private and ſeparate negotiations with 


France, did adviſe her majeſty to make this further de- 


claration, in her ſaid meſſage of the 17th of January; 
© That the world will now fee how groundleſs thoſe 
reports are, which have been ſpread abroad by men 
<< of evil intentions, to ſerve the worſt defigns, as if a 
«© ſeparate peace had been treated; for whach 2 has 
% not been the leaſt colour given:“ 

Whereas a private and ſeparate negotiation had been 
carried on, for five months together, between England 
and France ; and, during that time, private propoſitions 
had been ſent from England, and a private treaty with a 
miniſter of France ſigned, even by her majeſty's privity, 
excluſive of all the allies, before the ſaid declaration 
made by her majeſty ; and private and ſeparate meaſures 
were thenceforth carried on by the ſaid Robert Earl of 
Oxford and Earl Mortimer, and his accomplices, on be- 
half of her majeſty, with the miniſters of France, even 
to the concluſion of the peace. 

Her majeſty was further prevailed on, 1 the wicked 
advice of him the ſaid Robert Earl of, Oxford and Earl 
Mortimer, in her ſpeech, of June the Gth, 1712, to de- 
clare, „That to prevent the union of the two crowns, 
< ſhe would not be content with what was ſpeculative ; 
but inſiſted on ſomething ſolid :” And in the ſame 
ſpeech, to the effect following; viz. *©* The nature of 
the propoſal for renunciation is ſuch, that it executes 

B 2 Wl itſelf; 


12 J 


c« jitſelf; and France and Spain are. thereby more ee 
4 tually divided than ever:“ 5 

Whereas the miniſters of France Ty before this time, 
aſſured the miniſters of her majeſty, that, to accept of 
the expedient propoſed on her majeſty's behalf, would 
be to build on a ſandy foundation ; and that the renun- 
ciation would Be null and void by the fundamental laws 
of France; and that they would deceive themſelves, who 
accepted it as an expedient to prevent the union of "_ 
two crowns : 

And not only in the particulars before-mentioned, but 
in many. others contained in the ſaid ſeveral ſpeeches 
and meſſages, made, and ſent to her parliament, even 
while the ſaid negotiations of peace with -France were 
depending, the moft eſſential points .relating to peace 
and commerce, and which concerned the intereſts gs 
well of the allies as of Great Britain, were groſsly miſ- 
repreſented : 

By all which wicked; treacherous, and e 
evil counſels, he the ſaid Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl 
Mortimer did moſt baſely, ungratefully, and ſcandalouſly, 
abuſe the favour of his royal miſtreſs; and by means of 
her authority, did miſlead her parliament into groundleſs 
and fatal reſolutions ; and thereby not only prevented 
the juft advice of the parliament to her majeſty on that 
critical juncture, but obtained the approbation of parlia- 
ment to his myſterious and dangerous practices; and did 
not only deprive her majeſty of the confidence and af- 
ſection of her allies, but expoſed her majeſty, and her 
people, to the contempt of the common enemy. 


The 
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The Speech of Ricyany Hawyvex, Eſq; opening 
the Impeachment upon lord Oxford's Trial with the 


_— K © a. D 2 


< 
c 
* 


following * 


© My Lords, 


HE Commons of Great Britain, in Parliament 

aſſembled, out of indiſpenſible duty to their 
country, and zeal for the preſervation of the common 
liberties of Europe, have brought to your Lordſhips 
bar, Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, late 
High-treaſurer and Privy-counſellor of this kingdom, 
charged with the higheſt crimes and miſdemeanors, by 


him committed and done againſt the perſon, crown 


and dignity of his Sovereign, the peace and intereſt 


of this kingdom, and in breach of the feveral truſts 


repoſed in him. 


The Commons, in their charge, ſet forth the many 


ſolemn treaties and alliances which had been entered 
into between the crown of England, and other Princes 


and Potentates of Europe, for their mutual ſafety, from 


the conſiderations of the common danger which then 


threatened all Chrifendom, from the immaderate growth 


of the power of Fraxce. 


They likewiſe take notice to your Lordſhips, of the 
proſperous and flouriſhing condition which the /;ber- 
ties of Europe were in, when, under theſe treaties and 
alliances, it pleaſed Almighty God to bleſs the con- 
federate arms, under the command of their great and 
vickorious General, the Duke of Marlborough, with 


ſuch a ſeries of ſucceſſes as far exceeded their own 


expectations; and by the wiſdom and unanimity of 
, -* their 
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their counſels, many ſignal advantages, both by ſea 
and land, were obtained againſt the common enemy, 
whereby the glory of the confederate arms, and the 
reputation of Great Britain in particular, was raiſed 
to a higher pitch than in any former age. 

That in this proſperous condition of affairs, the 
s priſoner at the bar, with other evil-minded perſons, ene- 
mies to the true intereſt of their country, as well as 
* to the common liberties and welfare of Europe, did, 
« 
c 


* * * * KA 


by many wicked arts and inſinuations, obtain acceſs 
© to her late Majeſty Queen Anne, got into her councils, 

and into places of the higheſt truſt, to make way for 
his and their pernicious enterprizes, formed a treache- - 
© rous correſpondence with the emiſſaries of France, and 
gave fal/e and pernicious counſels to her Majeſty. 

© The particular articles exhibited by the Commons, 
* to which proper evidence me be applied, contain a 
charge, 

That this great perſon at the bar, having no re- 
* gard to the honour or ſafety of his Sovereign, or 
s theſe kingdoms, wherewith he was intruſted, or to 
« the many ſolemn engagements with the old and faith- 
F 


ful Allies of this nation, but being devoted to the 

intereſt and ſervice of the common enemy, did, by pri- 
vate and ſecret negotiations, in breach of all public 
faith, maliciouſly and wickedly cultivate and improve 
=. © the demands of the enemies of his country, more to 
| * their advantage than they themſelves could have ever 
| * hoped for. 
= © That by clandeſtine and ſecret negociations with 
| © the enemies of England, he gave up the particular 


* intereſt of his own country ; that he aſſumed to him- 
« ſelf 


15 1 


* felf regal power, and, in a time of open war, took 


* * * * 
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upon himſelf to meet and treat with the enemy, ith- 
out any authority or power from his Sowereign, and 
did what in him lay to ſubvert the ancient and e/ta- 
Bliſhed conſtitution of this kingdom. 

That he concealed the advice and pernicious in- 
fluence, whereby he had engaged his Sovereign, and 
proſtituted her honour, which had been raiſed to the 
higheſt pitch of glory abroad, and been juſtly held 
in veneration with her Allies;. and the royal hand 
was, by the wicked arts of the priſoner. at the bar, 
made the inſtrument to advance the intereſt of the 


common enemy. 


That by deceitfully amuſing the Allies of the crown 
of Great Britain, and by private, ſeparate, and un- 
juſtifiable negotiations, entered into and carried on 


by the priſoner at the bar, a laſting reproach was 


brought upon this nation, and the public faith of 


many treaties, wherein England was engaged in the 


moſt ſacred and ſolemn manner, was notoriouſly vio- 
lated, and the faithful Allies of the crown amuſed 
and deceived. 

© That the priſoner at the bar did, in the moſt fatal 
manner, impoſe upon and delude his Sovereign, in 
accepting a pretended expedient from the enemy, 
which the enemy at the ſame time declared to be null 
and void. That the moſt unjuſtifiable and deſtruc- 
tive meaſures were taken by him to diſſolve the whole 
confederacy, without any regard to religion, liberty, 
or the faith of zreaties; and in conſequence of his 
wicked advice, great numbers of the confederate 
troops, who had, on many occaſions, ſignalized 


« themſelvey 
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themſelves in the defence of the cauſe of Europe, were 


given up as a ſacrifice to the fury. and revenge of the 
enemy. 


* My Lords, g 
© The Commons, in their charge, ſet forth the parti- 
cular meafures concerted and taken by the priſoner at 
the bar, to complete the deſtruction of the common 
cauſe of Europe, and the Proteſtant ſucceſſi, won to the 
crown of theſe realms. And they charge, 
That the priſoner now before your Lord/pips, did 


 traiterouſly aid, aſſiſt, and adhere to the enemies of his 


Queen and country, and adviſed and promoted the giv- 
ing up to thoſe enemies the important town and fortreſs 
of Tournay, together with Spain and the Weſt Indies. 
© That he /acrificed the trade and commerce of Great 
Britain to its common enemy, without the leaſt ſha- 
dow of advantage procured to theſe kingdoms; and 
betrayed the national faith and honour of the crown, 
employing againſt his Imperial Majeſty (the great and 
faithful Ally of this kingdom) the aaval power of the 
crown, and the ſupplies granted by Parliament, in 
direct violation of the grand alliance, and contrary to 
her Majeſty's repeated declarations from the Throne, 
and her plain and full inſtructions to her e 
ries at Utrecht. 

That he took upon himſelf to elde the 0 ar- 
bitrary and unwarrantable authority, aſſuming to 


himſelf the chief direction and influence in her late 


Majeſty's councils, and moſt wickedly proſtituted the 
honour of the crown, and the dignity of Parliament; 
totally depriving her Majeſty of the wholeſome and 

neceſſary 


* 


CW 1 

0 neceſſary advice of her Parliament, and miſrepreſent- 
ing the moſt eſſential parts of the negotiations of 
«- pence, to obtain the 'ſan&ion of - Parliament to his 
0 Foe! — and pernicious proceedings, thereby fatally 
ceiving- her Majeſty, her Alltes, her Parliament, 

” ahd her people, by ſeveral-falſe ſpeeches and declara- 
tions, "concerted and adviſed by him, to be made by 
her Majeſty from the Throne to her Parliament, on the 


* ſubject of the ſaid negotiations of peace; and by ſuch 
# wicked and unexampled evi, counſe, he did moſt un- 


* gratefully abu/e the favour of his royab Miftre/5,- and 


a by means of her authority miſled her Parlament into 


5 groundlefs and prejndicial reſolutions; and thereby 
not only prevented the Hai,, of the Parliament to 
* her majeſty in that critical juncture, but obtained the 
s approbation of Parliament to his my/terious and dangerors 
pracbieet; and did not only deprive her Majefty of the 
confidence and affection of her Allies, but expoſe her 
Majeſty and her people to the contempt: of the enemy. 


„That he had uſed his utmoſt endeavours to Jaber: 


the ancient conſtitution of Parliament, the great and 
4 'only ſecurity of the prerogative of the crexon, and of 
the rights, liberties, and properties of the people, 
and moſt wickedly attempted to deſtroy the freedom 
and independency af this nable buiſe, tlie great or- 
nameni and neareſt Support F the 'crown; diſguiſing his 
miſchievous intentions, under pretence of ſuperior 
zeal for the prerogative of the crown, but by his falſe 


RES v4 8 


ao holgſome counſels of her Parliament, and the preroga- 
ee perverted to the diſnonour of the cory; and ir- 
Oar et to the conſtitution of Parliament. 


7 
* 49m 
* 


* © 
** % 


advice, her Majeſiy was deprived of the /ea/onable and 


» Br "3.7 975 n Mp 


— — 
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"My Lords; | , 
The Commons+lave — as. the noble Lee | 
© with corruptions, in illegally aniſapplying monies ap- 


_ © proprieted hy Parliament, and wath preventing any 


parliamentary 7engairy into the fame, to the reproach 
and ſeandal of Parliaments, in Brach af his NH, che 
* higheſt abuſe of the gopdneſs of his Sawereign, and 
the greateſt injuſtice and oppreſſion of her Yabzed: ; 
* and that he defrauded her late Majefly of the public 
* money with which he was entruſted, for the. ot 
the honour and dignity of the c ro ns. 
„That this proat penſon did aſſume to himſelf the ſu- 
preme direction in her late Majefty's-councils, and did 
introduce to her Majefy for a pnetendud public Mi- 


nter, a Tryptor in diſguiſa, named in the articles; 


and gave ſuch traytor ſeveral confiderable ſums out of 
* ker Majeſty's treaſury, in a fictitious and . ſcandalous 


; manner; ſuch perſon being ſent into this ki | 


< under-falſe pretences, ſecretly to ꝓromote the intereſt 
of the Pretender, whereby the priſoner at the bar did 
* ungratefully expoſe the perſon of her Majeſty, and 


'© notoriouſly encourage the adherents of the Premnden. 


to the appatent-danger-of the Proteſtant Facevfign to 
© the Imperial crown of cheſe zealms, And, 

Leaftly, That chis great Perſon at the bar, ad by | 
the moſt falſe and wicked counſels and practices, be- 
tray, and give up as a ſacriſice to the implatable re- 


5 ſentments of their enraged and powerful enemy, a 


* free and generous preple, the faithful and uſeful Allies 
HF this tingdom, the brave CATALAN; who, by the 
© evil meaſures concerted and taken by the priſoner at 
the bar, were betrayed into itrecoverable ſlavery, and 
*the honour of the Britiſb nation, always renowned 

for 


16 1 


« for the love of lberry, and for giving Protektion to 
the diſtraſſea afſertors of it, therein mot baſely profti- 


* ruted by the pernicious and dereftable counſel} of the | 


*: priſanet at the bas. 
+ Thus your Lovdihips have > view of the gen in 
which the treaſons and other crimes committee by the 
- priſoner as the bar have involved him: And it is- 


fence is an attempt te aſporſe the memory of his roya/ 

miſtre/e, with the blame of what was tranſafted during 
his adminiſhation, which by wmapoſing upon her, he 
© had effected apainſt hor honour, and the good of his 
country, thereby attempting to reflect upon the juſtice 
of tho houſe of Commons, and to caſt an o upon 
« theix proceedings. againſt him. Bus ws doubt not 


* 
+ with. aſtoniſhment the Commons obſerve, that his de- 


your Lordſhips vindication of tha henou of her late 


„7 ee e the Commons in this 
The Commons think it a duty to expreſs the 


* utmoſt abhorrence of the tygaitorous and wicked pro- 
* ceedings of the priſoner at the bar, and to ſhew their 
ene on e eee 


«© them. / 


They hare found kim -abulog uad beongiag the 
«. henQur of bis reya# mfr, into whoſe favour he had 


* purpoſes. They hare found him infidiouſly dividing 


and weakening us and our Aer, betraying oxy coun- 
© cils, traitoronfly giving up our ftrong-bolds, fortreſſtry 
and defenggs of Europe, and her molt wealthy and flou- 
* riſhing countries, to the common enemy, in time of open 
ar: And contriving and effecting the diſſolution of 
the 9 and moſt noble confederacy, that ever was 

VVV 
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formed and united in-defenee of the en inerghy 


and the glorious liberties of Europe. 
They have found bim attempting to deprive theſe 


8 kingdoms of the only bleſſing left to their hopes, and 


* which, by the providence. of God only, they now en- 
« joy, the moſt auſpicious. government of his preſent 
« Majefly, the greate/t and Ze of Princes, whoſe magna- 
* nimity, wiſdom, piety, and other Princely virtues, 
have filled the Imperial Throne of Great Britain, with 
« a luſtre unknown in any former age. In this attempt, 
the noble Lord at the bar, wickedly endeavoured to- 
defeat us of our happy proſpe& of laſting felicities, in 
a long ſucceſſion of Proteſtant Princes in the royal line 
of his moſt excellent Majeſty, the molt illuſtrious. Prince 
and Prince/s of Wales, and their ue, eminently en- 
« dowed with all - graces and accompliſhments for 
making a generous and free people happy: On the 
© continuance of which ſucceſſion, next under God, all 


- © that s Gear: and- ag © to us dt neee 1 5 


5 le, 


„The ee july 4 * Ae che rnpedach- 
© brought upon the faith and honour of their country, 
« by the great evil Miniſter at the bar i. But they pro- 


_ © miſe. themſelves, your Lordſhips will ever be a terror 


to all evil Minifters, how great foever 3 and that your 
« Lerdſhips can never fail to do. juftice to your injured 
* country, upon all perfidious conſellors, who lie in wait 


© to deſtroy our religion, laws, and liberties, . 


- 0 , *D N * | * 
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His Majeſty's (King Gzorer I.) moſt gracious SPEECH 1 
to both Houſes of PARLIAExT, on tn 
| e of — 1726. | | 


dy Lords, and L 5 | 'Þ 
Acquainted you, laſt year, with the treaties of peace _ ' | 
and commerce concluded between the emperor and 

the King of Spain. As that ſudden and unaccountable: 
conjunction gave, at the firſt appearance, juſt grounds 
of jealouſy and apprehenhon to the neighbouring 
powers of Europe; the ſubſequent proceedings and | 
tranſactions in thoſe two courts, and the ſecret and wy 
offenſive alliances concluded: between them about the (| 
ſame time, have laid the foundations of a moſt exor- 

bitant and formidable power; and are ſo directly le- 

velled againſt the moſt valuable and darling intereſts: 

and privileges of this nation, that we muſt determine: 

either tTamely to ſubmit to the peremptory and unjuſt v1 
demands of the King of Spain, in giving up Gibraltar, 11 
and patiently to acquieſce in the emperor's uſurped and 41 
extended exerciſe of trade and commerce ; or muſt re- 14 
ſolve to be in a condition to do ourſelves juſtice, and to 
defend our undeubted rights, againft theſe reciprocal 
engagements, entered into in defiance and violation of 
all national Faith, and the moſt ſolemn treaties. 

I have likewiſe received informations, from different 
parts, on which I can intirely depend, that the placing 
the Pretender upon the throne of this kingdom is one 
| of the articles of the ſecret engagaments ; And if time 


ſhalt 
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by the feafonable arrival of our fleet in thoſe ſeas, a 


1 * 1 


ſhall evince, that the giving up the trade of this nation 
to one power, and Grbraltar and Portmahon to another, 
is made the price and read of impoſing upon this 
kingdom: a. popith Pretender; what: an indignation muſt 
this raiſe in the breaſt of each proteſtant Rui  _ 
Nor were theſe fatal combinations confined to thoſe 
parts of the world alone; but they extended them- 
ſelves into Raſſia: And had. not the deligns of that 


court againſt fome of their neighbours been prevented 


way had bern opened for invading theſe kingdoms, and 
giving a powerful aſſiſtance to avy attempt to be wade 


from other quarters. 


Such circumſtances would not ſuffer 8 ny allies, 
among whom there has been, and is, the moſt perfect 


harmony, union, and concert, to be idle fpectators, 


and vegardleſs of o awn fafety,. and the eomman. 
cauſe. of Europe For which purpoſt, his moſt mw 
majeſty has bern at a. great expence, this laſt year, in 
augmenting his forces 3 and the States-General, ſen- 

ſible of the inrminent danger, have not only atceded: 
to the defenſi ve alliance concluded. at Hamvrr, dut 
have come to ſtrong and ſeaſonahle reſalntions. for an 


extraordinary augmentatiow of their: ſorces, both: by ſea 
and land: The acceflion of the: crown of Swear is in 


ſuck a forwardneſs, and. the negotiations with the exown. 
of Denmark are ſa far advanced, that we\may reafonably 
depend upou the fucceſa and good effect of them. 
'Fhis ſhort view of the preſent paſture of affairs will, 1 
ant confident, not only ſecure to me the ſapport and 
:#fiftance- of my parliament in carrying on this great 
amd N work, i in 6—— with my alles, but 
Juſtify 


23 J 


juſtify the meaſures n den the expences 
already made. 

The conſidence Nu in me laſt year, has been 
made uſe of for the benefit af the public; and as the 


chief article of exceedings has, by my equjpping, and 


ſending to ſea, three conſiderable ſquadrons, fallen 


upon the head of the navy, I am perſuaded the neceſ- 
ſity of the ſervices, and the ſecurity, advantage, and 
glory, that has accrued to this nation from thoſe ſqua- 
drons, will ſufficienthy ſpeak for themſelves, as long as 
both friends and foes, with joy or concern, confeſs 


they have ſeen and. felt the effects % the naval power of 


Great Britain. 


*f 


„N he de denn ory char che des b 


in theſe enterprizes are very much diſturbed to ſee their 
projects rendered abortive: The King of Spain, impa- 


tient of the diſappointments he has met with, can no 


longer diſguiſe chat enmity to us, which for ſome time 
he has only waited for a favourable opportunity to de- 
clare: He has now ordered his miniſter reſiding here to 
depart immediately from this country, leaving a me- 
morial that is little ſhort of à declaration of war; 
wherein he again demands, and inſiſts upon the reſti- 
tution of Gibraltar: He does not himſelf deny the of- 
fenſive alliance, nor his engagements to ſupport the 
Oftend company: He makes my recalling thoſe ſqua- 
drons, which his conduct had put me under a neceſſity 
of ſending to the V- Iudies, and the coaſt of Spain, the 
condition of any further correſpogdence between the 
two crowns; and, ſuppoſing the continuance of my 


RKeets abroad to be actual hoſtilities, threatens. to repel J 


them with 1 to the utmoſt of his power: 


| But, 
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But, not content with theſe menaees, inſults, and in- 
fractions of treaties, his catholick majeſty is now making 
pteparations to attack and befiege Gibraltar; and in 
order to carry on that ſervice, or to cover another de- 
fign, has aſſembled a great body of troops in that 
neighbourhood ; but as the preſent ſtate and condition 
of that garriſon, with the reinforcements Thave ordered 
hither, give me little cauſe to apprehend, or my ene- 
mies to hope for, ſucceſs in that undertaking ; the cer- 
tain and undoubted intelligence I have, that it is now 
reſolved to attempt an invaſion upon theſe kingdoms, 
in favonr of the Pretender, by an-embarkation from. the 
coaſts of Spain, gives me reaſon to believe, that, though 


the ſiege of Gibraltar may probably be undertaken, the 
public, avowed, and immenſe, preparations made for 


that purpoſe are chiefly calculated to amuſe the world, 
and to diſguiſe the intended invaſion ; which, I am 


ſurely informed, has been for ſome time agreed to be 


the firſt ſtep and es omen. of the knw, 5 N 


yas 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

Theſe conſiderations muſt awaken in you all ſuch a 
ſenfe of our common and immediate danger, as will, I 
doubt not, inſpire you with a zeal and chearfulneſs in 
raiſing the ſupplies neceſſary for the defence of your 
country, and for making as our Wer h with 
our allies. nh; 


I received too much ſatisfaction from the 12580 of 


my people 1 in their full enjoyment, and future praſpect, 


of peace, eaſe, and proſperity, not to be ſenſibly af- 
re ed with theſe new convulſions; ; and the unavoidable 


e 


1 1 
neceſſity I am under of aſking larger ſupplies of my 
people, and of deſiring to be enabled to make ſuch an 
augmentation of my forces, by ſea and land, as the 
preſent exigeney of affairs requires. 

I will order the proper eſtimates to be laid before you, 
and ſuch treaties as I have made with foreign princes 
for the hire of foreign troops: and as the expence I 
was, laſt year, in a particular manner, entruſted to 


make, has amounted to no conſiderable ſum, and the 


publick utility may again require the like ſervices to be 
performed, I hope you will again repoſe the ſame truſt 
and confidence in me. 

It is with great pleaſure that I fee the time fo near ap- 
proaching, when ſuch a conſiderable addition will be 
made to the ſinking fund: Let all that wiſh well to the 
peace and quiet of my government, have the ſatis- 
faction to ſee, that our preſent neceſſities ſhall make no 
Interruption in the progreſs of that deſirable work of 
gradually diſcharging the national debt: I hope there- 
fore you will make a proviſion for the immediate appli- 
cation of the produce of the ſinking fund to the uſes 


for which it was fo wiſely contrived, and to which 1 it 


now ſtands appropriated. 


My Lords, and Gentlemen, 


J have had no thoughts of making any acquiſitions to 


any parts of my dominions: My whole care and con- 
cern has been, to preſerve and maintain the undoubted 


rights and privileges of my people: And therefore all 
my meaſures have been preventive and defenſive: But 


ſuch endeavours being now rendered impracticable, vi · 
gorous nem, and a ſpeedy execution of them, can 
D | alone 
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alone put an effectual end to the dangers that ſurround 
us: However hazardous and deſperate the enterprizes 
formed againſt us may appear to be; your being aſ- 
ſured, that they are reſolved upon, will, I am per- 


ſuaded, be ſufficient to prevail upon you to put your- 


ſelves in a condition to reſiſt and defeat them. 

If preſerving a due ballance of power in Europe ; if 
defending the poſſeſſions of the crown of Great Britain, 
of infinite advantage and ſecurity to our trade and com- 
merce ; if ſupporting that trade and commerce againſt 
dangerous and unlawful encroachments ; and if the pre- 
ſent eſtabliſhment, the religion, liberties, and pro- 
perties, of a proteſtant people, are any longer conſi- 
derations worthy of the care and attention of a Britiſb 
parliament ; I need ſay no more to incite my loyal and 
faithful houſes of parliament to exert themſelves in the 
defence of all that 1s dear and valuable to them. 


Jovr- 
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Jour NALS of the Houss of Counons, vol. 20. 
page 798. 


A MEmoRiaL preſented to his Majeſty, on Thur/cay, 
the ſecond Day of Marcn, 1726, by Monſieur pt 
Pal u, the Imperial Reſident, 


Maſt ſerene and moſt potent King, 
S ſoon as your majeſty's ſpeech, made to the ſtates 
of the kingdom of Great Britain now aſſembled 
in parliament, came to the ears of his Imperial and 
Royal Catholick Majeſty, my moſt gracious maſter, he 
wondered above meaſure, by what means your majeſty 
could ſuffer yourſelf to be induced to declare from the 
royal throne to this renowned nation, in a manner hi- 
therto unheard of, as certain and undoubted, ſome 
things diſtorted in that ſpeech to the worſt ſenſe; others 


as far diſtant as poſſible from the meaning of his Impe- 


rial and Catholick majeſty; and, laſtly, others, which 
ſtrike deeper, even deſtitute of all foundation : 

For as to what concerns the peace made at Vienna 
with the moſt Serene King of Spain; Who would not 
be aſtoniſhed to haye that very peace, grounded on the 


quadruple alliance of London, and others made with 


your majeſty, as on the only and moſt ſolid baſis, and 
for the obtaining whereof your majeſty yourſelf carried 
on, together with your allies, ſo bloody, and ſo long, 
and not inglorious, a war; for which your majeſty 
yourſelf laboured much; now to be pretended as a juft 
cauſe of coniplaint; and to be taken as a handle for 
thoſe things, which have hitherto been done by your 
_ majeſty's miniſters in all parts, to the higheſt detriment 
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to the emperor and empire, and of the publick tran- 
quillity; and that they could have been declared by 
your majeſty to the pevple of Great Britain, with ſo 
much invidiouſneſs towards the emperor, and the Sing 
of Spain, as a violation of the treaties, 

After the peace of Vienna, thewther treaty accuſed is 
that of commerce made with Spain, and framed for 
promoting the lawful advantages of the ſubjects of each; 
which, as it is conformable to the law of nations, and 
to the uſages of people in amity; and, in all parts, is 
innocent with reſpe& to the Britiſb nation, whether the 
ſituation of the provinces, or the nature of the com- 


merce itſelf, be conſidered; and is not, even in the 


leaſt, contrary to the treaties made with Great Britain; 
ſurely no cauſe remains for which that treaty could poſ- 
ſibly be grievous or offenſive to the nation, otherwiſe 
moſt friendly to the emperor, of whoſe paſt famous 
exploits, and ſuccours, no time ſhall ever efface the 
memory out of the breaſt of the moſt auguſt emperor, 
if it be only weighed with a fincere mind, Purified from 
all deſire of exciting the nation. 

Another head, containing thoſe things which reſt on 
no foundation at all, concerns chiefly that imaginary 
treaty, which is called, in the Tpeech, offenſive; and 
is ſuppoſed to be contracted, againſt your majeſty, be- 
tween the emperor and the king of Spain: But how 
empty and frivolous that is, is evinced from hence; 
that that offenſive treaty, as *tis called, may be entirely 
diſproved, not only by the convention lately offered, 
by his Imperial and Catholick Majeſty, for not offend- 


ing each other mutually, but alſo by the very treaty of 


friendſhip itſelf, which was contracted with the Spaniſh 
crown, 


Et. $9.3 


crawn, and communicated to your majeſty when it was 


ſitting ; from the words whereof whether even a ſha- 
dow, or the leaſt ſpecimen, of an offenfive treaty, can 
be-drawn, is ſubmitted to the judgment of the whole 
world. 2 p 

The other part of this poſition argues ſecret articles 
to have been made in favour of the Pretender; of which 


your majeſty aſſerts that you have, in your hands, ſure | 


indications, and ſuch as may be relied on; whereby it 
is ſtipulated to advance that Pretender to the throne of 
Great Britain : But with what meaning, for what cauſe 
and deſign, thoſe things, grounded on the falſeſt ru. 
mours, were declared to the Br;tih people, is eaſily 


underſtood by any one of the vulgar, and much more 


by his Sacred Imperial Catholick Majeſty : and as the 
faith, inviolable dignity and honour, of ſo great princes, 
cannot bear ſuch kind of aſſertions, ſupported by no 
manner of truth, to be declared from the royal throne 
to the whole kingdom and world, his ſaid Sacred Im- 
perial Catholick Majeſty has ſtrictly injoined me to de- 
clare to your majeſty, and to the kingdom of Great 
Britain, that he is thereby moſt grievouſſy offended ; 
affirming, on his imperial word, that there is no ſecret 
article, nor convention, exiſting, which contains, or 
can prove, the leaft thing of that nature. 


But to the end that thoſe things, which are under- 


hand intended by this proceeding, unheard of till our 
times, may appear more clearly; it is obſerved, that 
they are deſignedly declared at that time, when conſul- 
tation is held at Paris about compoſing the differences, 
which have ariſen by no action of his Imperial and Ca- 
tholick Majeſty ; from whence his aboveſaid Imperial 

Majeſty's 
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Majeſty's mind, always diſpoſed to peace, and moſt re. 
ligious in obſerving of treaties, is ſufficiently proved. 

As to thoſe things which are here alledged concern- 
ing Gibraltar, and repreſented in the worſt ſenſe ; the 
notorious hoſtile actions and attacks, perpetrated, con- 
trary to the treaties, in the Indies, and elſewhere, againſt 
the King of Hain, ſeem to have given the juſteſt cauſe 
for undertaking the ſiege thereof: But it may be ſeen, 
from the aboveſaid treaty, which has been cammuni- 


cated, what was the intention and agreement of his Im- 


perial Catholick Majeſty, upon this article, | 

Laſtly, as to what things are alledged concerning the 
navigation of Offend ; his Catholick Majeſty's piety in- 
duced him, being bound by no manner of treaty, ta 
countenance it; after he had ſeveral times acknowledged 
the juſt reaſons for this undertaking: And that this in- 
nacent ſubſidy, towards preſerving the barrier of the 


Low Countries, may not be a hindrance to the tran- 


quillity and mutual friendſhip with the neighbours, ſe- 


veral means of accommodation were propoſed, not only 


at the Hague, and in other places, but alſo have, laſtly, 
been declared at Paris. : 

Which things being ſo ; truth offended, and the ho- 
nour and dignity of his Sacred Imperial Catholic Ma- 
jeſty, did certainly demand, that the ſame ſhould be 
publickly made known to your majeſty, to the king- 
dom of Great Britain, and to the whole world: Who 
likewiſe, with all juſtice, requires due reparation for 
the moſt grievous injury done him by ſo many * 
tions. 

London, Th day of he W | 

month of March in Charles Fase ph De Palm. 
the year 1723. | 
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ſpeeches which his late majeſty made to his firſt parliament, 
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Exrpacrs from an excellent pamphlet publiſhed laſt 


; rs! inſcribed to G e Eſq; 


HE ſpeech which his majeſty pronounces to his 
parliament, is never in the debates of either 


| hoold called his majeſty's, but the miniſter's, and is ac- 


cordingly treated with the greateſt freedom. I could 


bring many inſtances, but I hope the following will be 


ſufficient: On the 17th of January, 1734, when the 
ſpeech from the throne was debated in the houſe of 
commons, Mr. William Shippen ſaid “ it has always 


"<< been taken for granted, that the ſpeeches from the 


« throne are the compoſitions of miniſters of ſtate; and 


upon that ſuppoſition we have always thought our- 


„ ſelves at liberty to examine every propoſition con- 
e tained in them. Even without doors people are ge- 


* nerally pretty free in their remarks upon them; and 


] believe no gentleman that hears me, is ignorant of 
*« the reception the ſpeech from the throne, at the cloſe 
of the laſt ſeſſion of parliament, met with from the 
« nation in general. 

To the authority of Mr. Shippen I will add the ex- 
ample of that truly able and impartial Scottiſh hiſto- 
rian, Dr. Smollett; which to be ſure muſt have great 


weight, becauſe he has, in the latter part of his hiſtory 


(as he calls it) bedaubed lord Bute with ſuch groſs and 


fulſome adulation as would turn the ſtomach of an En- 


gliſhman ; and then the Critical Review has in the ſame 
groſs and fulſome manner f the hiſtory. In the 
year 1727, after giving a very partial ſummary of the 


Dr. 
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Dr. Smollett adds this remark of his own: * Thoſe 
« ſpeeches, penned by the minifter, were compoſed 
« with a view to ſooth the minds of the people into an 
„ immediate concurrence with the meaſures of the go- 
« vernment; but without ANY INTENTION of per- 
% forming thoſe promiſes of economy, reformation and 
<< national advantage.” Thus, if we are to believe 
Dr. Smollett, his late majeſty knowingly and purpoſely 
told a falſehood to his parliament, with an intent to de- 
ceive them. Yet, though this was publiſhed during 
the life-time of his late majeſty, neither the writer nor 
publiſher were taken up by a ſecretary of ſtate's war- 
rant. And now I make no doubt but Dr. Smollett, who 
took this freedom with his late majeſty, is, like the reft 
of the Scots, againſt any ſuch freedoms being taken 
with his preſent majeſty's ſpeech. I too am againſt /uch 
freedoms as to fay, or infinuate, that his majeſty &ro<u- 
ingly and purpoſely told a falſehood to his parliament, 
with an intent to deceive them: but I will never alter 
my opinion that his majeſty, as well as many other good 
kings, may have been Jurpriſed into a falſchood. In 


ſuch a caſe, the blame of ſuch ſurprize will naturally, 


and conftitutionally, fall upon the miniſters. This is 
the cafe of a ſovereign of Great Britain with reſpect to 
his ſpeech to his parliament. That ſpeech is pre- 
von ſy compoſed by the miniſters, and is read to a 
ſele& number of the members, who are ſummoned to 
the Cockpit to hear it. To prove this fact, I defire 
leave to ſtate one remarkable inſtance. Circular letters, 
dated from the Treaſury, of which lord Bute was at 
that time the head, were ſent as uſual to moſt of the 
members of the heuſe of commons, defiring their at- 

| tendance 
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tendance at the Cockpit on the evening before the 
meeting of laſt ſeſſion of parliament. Mr. Fox took 
the chair, and produced to the company a paper, which 
he only called a ſpeech, and which he {aid he would, as 
uſual, read to that aſſembly. He afterwards produced 
an addreſs, which he likewife read, and then ſaid, lord 
Carysfort and lord Charles Spencer had been ſo kind to 
undertake to move and ſecond that addreſs. The ſame 
ceremony is obſerved with reſpect to the upper houſe of 
parliament : every lord has a ſummons, deſiring his at- 
tendance to hear the ſpeech, which is read by ſome di- 
ftinguiſhed peer, who is ſuppoſed to conduct the buſi- 
neſs of the houſe of lords. The J/peech read that even- 
ing by lord Bute's der, Mr. Fox, was verbatim the 
king's ſpeech at the opening of the laſt ſeſſion of par- 
lament; and the adareſi was verbatim the addreſs which 
was preſented by the houſe of commons to his majeſty, 
in return for that ſpeech from the throne. 

Give me leave to remark, that it is underſtood, that 
whoever at the Cockpit reads the ſpeech, is ſuppoſed to 
take upon him the buſineſs of the houſe of cammons : 
it is therefore no injuſtice to Mr. Fox, to call him lord 
Bute's deer. I think I ſhould further mention, that the 
table at the Cockpit i is always covered with paper, pens, 
and ink, for the uſe of the members 0 make remarks. 

I think this clearly and ſufficiently proves, that the 
ſpeech is the miniſter's onLY, and xor the king's. 

As the practice of ſummoning the members of the 
houſe of commons to the Cockpit by a miniſterial writ, 
and haranguing them there before his majeſty opens the 
ſeſſion with a ſpeech from the throne, may be unknown 

to a great part of the public, I will give a ſhort hiſtory 


I 
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of it from a very excellent pamphlet, publiſhed in the 
year 1734, entitled, An humble Addreſs to the Commons 
ef Great Britain. I don't know exactly how long 
<« this cuſtom may have prevailed, nor is it of much 
„importance to the public; but I may venture to af- 
« firm, that it hath been carried farther, within a very 
<«< few years, than it ever was before; having not only 
been punctually obſerved at the beginning of every 
<< ſeſſion, but even proftituted to the ſervice of particu- 
lar. jobs. There is ſomething very ridiculous in theſe 
* miniſterial conventions. The firſt aſſembly is com- 
*© monly held at the minister's own houſe, three or four 
days before the meeting of parliament, and conſiſts 
only of a few truſty creatures, who are called toge- 
ther in order to peruſe the 4ing's ſpecch, and conſider 
of proper perſons to move for and ſecond the addre/s. 
** Theſe gentlemen, who are generally propoſed by the ] 
* miniſter himſelf, after a ſelf-denyiug ſpeech, modeſtly. >» | 
** declining ſo great an honour, and deſiring it may be 
put into abler hands, are at laſt overcome and pre- 
vailed upon to undertake it. At the ſame time, theſe 
choice friends are let into the ſtate of affairs, as far as 
is neceſſary, and inſtructed what to ſay, in caſe of a 
debate. upon ſeveral particular points. The addre/5 
likewiſe is drawn up and ſettled, long before they 
met, as well as the /peech ; for it is the practice of 
miniſters not only to put whatever they think fit into 
their maſter's mouth, (which is commonly a panegy- 
ric on themſelves, or a juſtification of their meaſures) 
but likewiſe to do the ſame kind office for the parlia- 
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te ment, and make them echo back the ſubſtance of it 
« by way of addręſi. When theſe points are ſettled in 

te the miniſterial cabinet, for ſo I may call it, a general 
«« aſſembly of all the ve affected is ſummoned to meet, 
« a day or two afterwards, at the Cockpit z where the 
te ſame farce is acted over again, in a more cirtumſtan- 
« tial and ſolemn manner. The mini/ter produces a 
«« copy of the /peechz which being read and received 
« with great applauſe, it is reſolved, nemine contradi- 
« cente, to premote a loyal and dutiful addreſs to his 
«« majeſty upon it, not only to return him thanks for ſo 
i oracions a ſpeech, but to applaud the wi/dom of all his 
« meaſures. In this manner do they deviate from the 
« antient practice of parliament, which conſiſted only 
« in returning his majeſty thanks for the ſpeech in ge- 
« neral. Though it may be underſtood at home to be 
* only a compliment of courſe, it certainly carries a 
«« different aſpe& abroad, and looks as if the parliament 
„ had in a lamp approved of all the meaſures of the 
« adminiſtration. Then the perſons, agreed upon be- 
e fore to move and ſecond this Addreſi, are propoſed by 
&« another * worthy gentleman, who is likewiſe let into 
«« the ſecret, and unanimouſly approved. Here again 
they modeſtly decline it, as if there had been no pre- 
«© Sious meeting, and again with great importunity are 
* prevailed upon to accept it. What makes this ſcene 

« {till more diverting is, that when the commons return 
to their own houſe from the houſe of lords, after his 
© majeſty hath made his ſpeech, the ſpeaker tells them 
in a formal manner, that be hath, with great el. 


* The noble Ser! is her miſtaken ; it is 40555 the ſame perſon. 
1205 E 2 6 lain d 


[ 56 J 
© ebtain'd a copy of it *3 when above half the EY, 
„perhaps, had ſeen, or heard it read, a = or 
i before.” 

If I were to aſk what crime the North Briton had 
"committed, the trumpeters of the virtue and goodneſs 
of the miniſterial cauſe would tell me, he had libelled 
the king's ſpeech. I am ſorry for the general good of 

my fellow ſubjects, whoſe intereſt and welfare the mini- 
ſtry ought to conſult and to promote, that ſo little un- 
derſtanding appears among their advocates, and even in 
what ſhould ſometimes ſeem to come immediately from 
themſelves, that they cannot perceive it muſt be an af- 
front upon the underſtanding of almoſt every man to 
tell him, that it is an inſult offered to his majeſty, to 
make any remarks upon, or refutations of the ſpeech 
from the throne ; when it is univerfally known, and be- 
lieved, that the ſpeech ſo made is no! his maje/ty's, but 
his minifter's; and that the adviſers and makers of it 
are wholly reſponſible for whatever it contains. 

I am ſorry too, that, in a diſpute which is properly 
and only between the miniſtry and the people, his ma- 
jeſty's name ſhould be introduced and made fo free with, 
as it every day is upon this affair, by thoſe who by this 
means think they defend the. miniſtry, and who doubt- 
leſs intend, in violation of the conſtitution, to make 
out the pretended crime an inſult upon the king, not an 
attack on the miniſter's meaſures, 

1} Leet us figure to ourſelves a Tory fitting in a private 
corner behind the curtain, ſurrounded by a number of 
his. creatures, plotting the utter- deſtruction of our li- 


* The noble author is here again miſtaken z for Mr. Speaker al- 
ways n 6 66. "he had, to prevent mi ſtakes, ob:ained a copy. 
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berties, in order to introduce arbitrary power: build- 
ing his whole ſyſtem on this fundamental principle, 
allow but the reaſonings and arguments on the ſpeech 
« from the throne to be conſtrued an inſult upon the 
« king,” and upon that precedent will be eſtabliſhed 
the doctrine, That every future attack on the meaſures 
of the miniſtry, which have received the royal appro- 
bation, is AL so an inſult upon the king. Thus allow- 
ing this one point, every other will readily be taken, 
till the people of England are become as abſolute ſlaves, 
as the people of France. —In a little time we are not 
to ſay the peace 1s bad, becauſe it has been ratified by 
the king, and would therefore be an inſult upon him. 
And with reſpect to every other miniſterial meaſure, the 
caſe is to be the ſame. I do not know by what appel- 
lation the hired ſlaves of the miniſterial cauſe, will' 
chuſe to diſtinguiſh this, but I will not heſitate to call 
it an arbitrary extenſion of the prerogative; a moſt 


_ alarming invaſion of the conſtitutional liberties of the 


people: | 

The liberty of the _ clit} receives its 
wound at the ſame time, and that no doubt is the great 
end intended to be accompliſhed ; for it is not ſo much 
the debarring us of the natural uſe of our tongue, that 


can tend to the ſecurity of a temporary and tottering 


adminiſtration, as the effectually putting an entire ſtop 
to the communication of our ſentiments in print ; 


which, in caſes of danger, has ever had the good ef- 


fect of alarming the people in general, with a ſenſe 


and knowledge of that danger, and thereby they have 


been enabled to put themſelves on their defence, and 
make head againſt ſuch attacks : but ſhould this liberty 
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be deſtroyed, there will inſtantly be an end of every 
other; for this is the great bulwark which ſupports all 
the reſt. It is too viſible to be concealed, and it is too 
true to be denied, that there have lately been ſeveral 
attempts made to accompliſh it. They have hitherto 
failed. But as this is a point which weak and wicked 
miniſters have inceſſantly laboured at, the people muſt 
continue to be watchful over it, left a time ſhould come 
when a miniſtry, afraid of their own conduct, or any 
part of it, being argued or reaſoned upon before the 
public, ſhall have made ſuch large ſtrides towards de- 
ſpotic power, as to ſteal this ineftimable jewel out of 
the hands of the people. No honeſt miniſter will ever 
ſhew a deſire of wounding this great and only barrier 


of the liberties of this free country. We have only to 


fear ſuch attacks from miniſters who are afraid their 
actions ſhould ſee the light, and who will therefore be 
eternally promoting, publickly or privately, perſecu- 
tion againſt authors, printers, and publiſhers, in order 
to put a ſtop to this liberty. | 


, FROM 
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FROM THE 
s r. JAMES'S CHRONICLE, 


Thurſday, MA 5, 1763. 


It is ſaid that the following ſpeech was made by John 
Wilkes, Eſq; when he was brought 'to the bar of the 
Court of Common Pleas, on Tuz/day the zd of May. 


My Loxp, 


Feel myſelf happy to be at laſt brought before a 

court, and before judges, whoſe characteriſtic is 
the love of liberty. I have many humble thanks to 
return for the immediate order you were pleaſed to iſſue, 
to give me an opportunity of laying my grievances be- 
fore you. They are of a kind hitherto unparalleled in 
this free country, and I truſt the conſequences will teach 
miniſters of Scottiſb and arbitrary principles, that the 
liberty of an Engliſb ſubject is not to be ſported away 
with impunity, in this cruel and deſpotic manner, 

I am accuſed of being the author of the North Briton, 
Ns 45. I ſhall only remark upon that paper, that it 
takes all load of accuſation from the ſacred name of a 
prince, whoſe family I love and honour, as the glo- 
rious defenders of the cauſe of liberty, and whoſe per- 
ſonal qualities are fo amiable, great, and reſpectable, 
that he 1s deſervedly the idol of his people, It is the 


peculiar f 


— 
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peculiar faſhion and crime of theſe times, and of thoſe 
who hold high miniſterial offices in government, to 
throw every odious charge from themſelves upon ma- 
jeſty. The author of this paper, whoever he may be, 
has, upon conſtitutional principles, done directly the 
reverſe, and is therefore in me, the ſuppoſed author, 
meant to be perſecuted accordingly. The particular 
cruelties of my treatment, worſe than if I had been a 
Scortiſh Rebel, this court will hear, and I dare ſay, from 


your juſtice, in due time redreſs. 


I may perhaps ſtill have the means left me, to ſhew 
that I have been ſuperior to every temptation of cor- 
ruption. They may indeed have flattered themſelves 
that when they found Corruption could not prevail, Per- 
ſecution might intimidate. I will ſhew myſelf ſuperior 
to both. My Papers have been ſeized, perhaps with a 
hope the better to deprive me of that proof of their 
meanneſs, and corrupt prodigality, which it may poſ- 
&bly, in a proper place, be yet in my power to give. 


The court, after very long debates, adjourned to Friday 


May 6, and Mr. Wilkes was remanded back to the Tower. 


FROM 
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FROM THB 


\ 


8 T. JAMES'S CHRONICLE. 


Saturday, Mar 7, 1763. 


Yeſterday John Wilkes, Eſq; lately committed a cia pri- 
ſoner to the Tower of London, by a warrant of com- 
mitment from the SECRETARIES OF STATE, was again 
brought up to the bar of the court of Common Pleas, 


where (as ſoon as the court was ſeated) he is ſaid to 


have made the following ſpeech : 


My Lozo, 20 
„ * 

1 be it from me to regret chat I have paſſed 0 
40 many more days in Car TIvIr r, as it will have 


* afforded you an opportunity of doing, upon mature 
<< reflection, and repeated examination, the more ſig- 


< nal juſtice to my Counrey, The LIEBE RTV of all 


«« peers and gentlemen, and, what touches me more 
« ſenſibly, of all the middling and inferior claſs of the 
„ people, which ſtands moſt in need of protection, is 
% in my caſe this day to be finally decided upon: a 
4 queſtion of ſuch importance as to determine at once, 
whether ExOLIsR LintxTY be a reality or a ſha- 
* dow. Your own free-born hearts will feel with i- 


* dignation and compaſſion all that load of Oyyress10N 


* under which I have ſo long laboured. CLoss Iu- 
| OD | © PRISONMENT, 


: e 

«© pRISONMBNT, the effect of premeditated malice; 
« all acceſs for more than two days denied to me; my 
« houſe ranſacked and plundered ; my moſt private and 
« ſecret concerns divulged ; every vile and malignant 
« infinuation, even of high treaſon itſelf, no leſs in- 
« duſtriouſly, than faiflely circulated, by my cruel and 
« 1mplacable enemies, together with all the various 
inſolence of office, form but a part of my unexampled 
« ill treatment. Such inhuman principles of Star- 
Chamber tyranny, will, I truſt, by Taxis Cour, 
«« upon this ſolemn occaſion, be finally extirpated, and 
« henceforth every innocent man, however poor and 
« unſupported, may hope to ſleep in peace and ſecu- 
« rity, in his own houſe, unviolated by X:nz*'s Me/- 
« /exgers, and the arbitrary mandates of an overbearing. 
«© SECRETARY OF STATE, 3 
will no longer delay YouR JusTiCE. The na- 
- © tion is impatient to hear, nor can be ſafe or happy, 
„ till that is obtained. If the ſame perſecution is after 
* all to carry me before another court, I hope I ſhall 
„ find that the genuine ſpirit of Macna CnarTa, 
that glorious inheritance, that diſtinguiſhing cha- 
„ raRteriſtic of ENGLISHMEN, is as religiouſly revered 
„ THERE, as I know it is HERE, by the great per- 
e ſonages, before whom I have now the happineſs to 
« ftand ; and (as in the ever memorable cafe of the 
* impriſoned Biſhops) that an independent Jury of 
„ FREE-BORN ENGLISHMEN will perſift to determine 
my fate, as in conſcience bound, upon conſtitutional 
« principles, by a verdi& of Guilty or Not Guilty, 1 
* I aſk no more at the hands of uy CounTRYMEN,” 


- 


After 


1 43 ! 

After which the court proceeded to give their opi- 
nion; and Mr. WiIIXESs was ordered to be p1s- 
cHaRcGep., He then addreſſed himſelf, as we are in- 
formed, to the court in the words following: 


| My Lokp, : 
Reat as my joy muſt naturally be at the 1. 
ſion which 1HIs Cour, with a true Spix fr 
of LI SER T, has been pleaſed to make, concerning 
e the unwarrantable ſeizure of my perſon, and all the 
other conſequential grievances, allow me to aſſure 
„ You, that I feel it far leſs ſenſibly on my own account, 
* than I do for THE PusLic. The ſufferings of an 
e individual are a trifling objed, when compared with 
« the WaoLE, and I ſhould bluſh to feel for My/elf in 
© compariſon with confiderations of a nature ſo Tr an- 

* SCENDENTLY SUPERIOR, 

« will not trouble you with my poor thanks — 
Thanks are due to you from the whole Ex LISHñ Na- 
« tion, and from all the ſubjects of the Ex is H Crown. 
<« They will be paid you, together with every teſtimony 
e of zeal and affection to THE LEARNED * SERIEANT, 
„Who has ſo aBLy, and ſo consTITUTIONALLY 
c pleaded my cauſe, and in mine (with pleaſure I ſay 
„it) THE CAUusE or LiBERTY. Every teſtimony of 
« of my gratitude is juſtly due to You, and I take 
leave of THIS Court with a veneration and reſpect, 


* which no time can obliterate, nor can the moſt grate- 
" ful heart e ant2d Pn.” 


cc 


* Serjeant Glynn, 
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JOURNALS of the Makes of Commons. 
Vol. ix. page 697. 


Lune, 3“ die Fanuarii, 1689. 


Articles of Impeachment of Sir William Scroggs, Knighs, 


Chief-Juſtice of the Court of King's Bench, by the 
Commons, in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, in 
their own” Name, and in the Name of all the Com- 
mons in England, of High-Treaſon, and other great 
Crimes and Miſdemeanors. 


— C IXTHE LV. That he the ſaid Sir Villiam 

Screggs, in farther oppreſſion of his majeſty's 
liege-people, hath, ſince his being made chief-juftice of 
the ſaid court of king's-bench, in an arbitrary manner, 
granted divers GENERAL Warrants, for attaching: the 
perſons, and ſeizing the goods of his majeſty's ſubjects, 
NOT NAMED OR DESCRIBED PARTICULARLY in the 
ſaid Warrants; by means whereof, many of his ma- 
Jeſty's ſubjeẽts have been vexed, their houſes entered 
into, and they themſelves grievouſſy oppreſſed, contrary 
to law. | 


” 


Mercurii, 5 die Januarii, 1680. 


HE Houſe then, according to their order, re- 
ſumed the adjourned debate touching the articles 

af impeachment delivered in to 1 houſe againſt Sir 
: William 


2: F- 
William Scroggs, Knight, chief juſtice of the court of 
| King's-bench. 
The fixth of the ſaid articles being read, 2 


Reſolved, nemine contradicente, That the faid Sir 
WIGS Scroggs be impeached upon the faid article, 


The following are the remarkable words of a much ad- 
mired ſpeech of the illuſtrious earl of Chefterfield, 
upon a ſubje& that threatened danger to that Pal- 
ladium of Englih Freedom, the Liberty of the Preſs. 


Very unneceſſary reſtraint is a fetter upon the 
legs, is a ſhackle upon the hands of Liberty; 

« one of the greateſt bleſſings we enjoy, one of the 
« greateſt bleſſings a people can enjoy, is Liberty. 
«© But every good in this life has its alloy of evil. 
« Licentiouſneſs is the alloy of Liberty. It is an ebul- 
„ lition, an excreſcence ; it is a fpeck upon the eye of 
« the political body, which I can never touch but with 
« a gentle — with a trembling hand, leſt 1 deſtroy the 


„ body; * I injure the eye upon which it is * to 
cc appear.” 


An extract from l volume of the continuation of 
the now miniſterial advocate, Dr. Smollet's hiſtory, Page 
118, relating to Mr. Murray's caſe in 1751. 


HE Commons however ſeem to have aſſembled 
with ſuch ſentiments as did no great honour to 
g their temper and magnanimity. In a few days after 
the ſeſſion opened, the lord viſcount C—e, a young 
e nobleman, whoſe character intitled him to very little 
regard or influence among men of ſenſe and probity, 
„made a motion, that Mr. Murray, who had been ſo 
6 ſeverely perſecuted the laſt ſeſſion, for refuſing to hum- 


* . « ble 


«c 


1 : 
| 
1 
i 
1 [ 
” 
4 
| | 
16 
| | 
«| 
| 
7 f 
| | 
1 


— — * — — — — 
— — — —— 


— — — 


—— 2 —äĩã ——ꝛaꝓ— rem — — 
* 


48 * 
ble himſelf on his knees before them, ſhould be again 


<«< committed a cloſe priſoner to — for the ſame 


« offence. 


This propatal, which ſuppoſed a power that the 
„Commons had never before exerciſed, was ſharply 
% diſputed by the earl of Egmont, and others, who had 
© not reſigned all ſenſe of moderation; but the ma- 


* jority adopted the meaſure with great eagerneſs, and 


* the Speaker was ordered to iſſue his warrant accord- 
„ ingly. Then the Houſe reſolved, That the faid 
« Alexander Murray ſhould receive the ſentence for his 
© now being committed cloſe priſoner to his Majeſty's 
ce paol of Newgate, at the bar of the houſe, upon his 


** knees ; and the ſerjeant at arms was commanded to 


* take him into cuſtody for this purpoſe. 
© Their indignation, however, was eluded by the 
* caution of the delinquent, who, having foreſeen the 


e effects of their reſentment, had prudently retired to 


another country. They determined nevertheleſs to 


proceed againſt him as a perſon of ſome conſequence 
in the commonwealth ; for, being informed of his 


cc retreat, they condeſcended ſo far as to preſent an ad- 
« dreſs to his Majeſty, deſiring that his royal procla- 


t mation might be iſſued for apprehending the ſaid Mr. 
* Murray, promiſing a reward to him whe ſhould have 
| © the good fortune to apprehend this fugitive ; a re- 
«© queſt with which his Majeſty moſt graciouſly complied. 


Nor was this the only addreſs preſented to the 


0 King upon ſuch an important ſubject; a pamphlet 
_ ** intituled, © The Caſe of the Hon. Alexander Murray, 


*« Eſq; in an Appeal to the People of Great Britain, 
<< was firſt ſtigmatized in a complaint to the Houſe, and 


Ki afterwards produced, and read at the table. The 
« piece was written with great acrimony, and abounded 


„ With 
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« with ſevere animadverſions, not only upon the con- 
« duct of the returning officer, but alſo on the pro- 
« ceedings of the Commons. The violent members 
immediately took fire, and the flame extended itſelf 
to the majority. Nay, the houſe unanimouſly reſolved, 
„ That the pamphlet was an impudent, malicious, 
« ſcandalous and ſeditious libel, falſely and moſt inju- 
« riouſly reflecting upon and aſperſing the proceedings 
„of the Houſe, tending to create miſapprehenſions in 
e the minds of the people, to the great diſhonour of the 
« ſaid Houſe, and in violation of the privileges thereof. 
„They furthermore preſented an addreſs to the King, 
« defiring his Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to 
« give directions to his attorney-general to proſecute 
ie the authors or author, the printers or printer, and the 
<< publiſhers or publiſher of the ſaid ſcandalous libel, in 
t order that they * be brought to condign puniſh · 


ot ment. 


= 


4e Dire&ions were accordingly given for this purpoſe, 
% and a proſecution commenced againſt the publiſher, 
who had ſome reaſon to be diſmayed, conſidering the Wn 
„great weight of influence he was doomed to en- 
% counter ; influence ariſing from a proſecution of the 
« Crown, inſtituted at the requeſt, and founded on a 
«« vote of the Houſe of Commons. Nevertheleſs, when 
« the' cauſe was heard before the lord chief juſtice of 
England, a jury of free-born Engliſhmen, citizens of 
London, aſſerted their privilege of judging the Law as- 
„well as the Fact, and acquitted the defendant wth a 
truly admirable ſpirit of independency.” 
The following are the names of the venerable and 
intrepid patriots who compoſed that jury. | 
Richard Barwell, of Bread-ftreet, Merchant. 
John Horton, of Old Fiſp-ſtræet, Merchant, 


| Thomas 


t 8 1 
Fe Smith, of Watling- reel, Merchant. | 
Godfrey Lowe, of Friday-/ rech, Merchant. | | 
_ Edward Berwick, of Friday frreet, Merchant. 
| Richard Briftow, of Bread. Artes, Merchant. . 
William Woolley, of Gheap/ide,' Merchant. i 
Richard Bridgman, of Aldgate High-ſtreer, Merchant. 
Philip Gratton, of the ſame, Merchant. 
Samuel Lloyd, of  Devonſbire-ſquare, Merchant. 
Henry, , Hale, 'of Saint Helen Ss Merchant, and 
Juobn T; uff, ow Biſhopgate-ftreet, Merchant. 

Extract of a Letter from Sir Francis Dail 5 „ Bart. 
to the Officers of _ Bucks Regiment of Militia: 2 


Serie, | | | 
IS Majeſty having done me the honour to ap- 

6 point me his Chancellor of che Exchequer, and 
2 Under- treaſurer, it becomes abſolutely neceſſary for 
* me to reſign the commiſſion of Colonel of the Bucks | 
. regiment ; Ae I did on Saturday laſt, the 2gth of 
40 May. 
f the ſucceſſion goes in the regiment. (as I hope. it 
» "will and think it ought), then, I muſt add, my * 
ve fucceſſor i i man of hiirit, gd. ſenſe, and civil deport- 
Co ment, avbo has. reſolution and indufiry in A, 
Ne this Salutary med fure Into execution.” 


— 


* Yobn Wilkes, eg. was then lieutenant: tek and, beds 


volonel of that reziment. The origjopl:Iatter 1 bands of the 
publiſher » 4 / 


* 


